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A. Scope

This policy is applicable to all academic and administrative departments, facilities, students, staff,

contractors, cafeteria operators, pushcart operators, and vendors operating on university premises. It
specifically addresses all waste types generated from teaching, research, administration, and campus

activities.

B. Purpose

The purpose

of this policy is to formalize the university's commitment to sustainable waste management

by reducing waste at the source through efficient use of resources, encourage sustainable consumption
and reuse practices, ensure safe and environmentally responsible waste disposal, and promote a culture

of waste min

imisation across the university community.

C. Policy Statement

1

University shall promote the 5R waste management practice among university
communities which prioritise waste prevention over disposal and ensure proper waste
disposal via authorized waste facility.

Paper Waste Reduction

2.1  All departments are strongly encouraged to switch to digital communication and
storage for administration process and academic teaching and learning process, print
only when necessary, and shred and recycle confidential paper through designated
channels.

2.2 University shall provide a paper recycling facility on university premises to
minimise the paper waste disposal to landfill.

Plastic Waste Reduction

3.1 University shall reduce the usage of single-use plastics (bags, bottles, straws, and
cutlery) via related policy enforcement, and provide facilities (water dispenser and
etc) that can contribute to plastic waste reduction on university premises.

3.2 University shall provide plastic waste recycling facility on university premises to
minimise the recyclable plastic waste disposal to landfill.

Food Waste Reduction

4.1 Food vendors are encouraged to prepare adequate food for the university community
and source out the extra food for external parties to minimise the food waste
production.

4.2 Event organisers shall plan catering responsibly to avoid surplus food.

4.3 All university communities are encouraged to take only what they can finish and
minimise the food wastage.

4.4 University shall provide food waste composting facility on university premises to
minimise the food waste disposal to landfill.

Laboratory and Hazardous Waste Minimization

5.1 All laboratories are encouraged to share chemicals across labs.

5.2 University shall enforce the proper storage and label hazardous materials to prevent
unnecessary disposal and ensure the hazardous waste disposal compliance with
standard and regulation via policy enforcement.
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6 E-Waste Management

10

6.1  All electronic devices should be well maintained and donate or repurpose functional
equipment instead of discarding.

6.2  University shall provide e-waste collection facilities on university premises to
minimise the e-waste disposal to landfill.

Responsibilities

7.1  The university management shall be responsible for the overall development,
implementation, and oversight of this policy. Duties include providing guidance,
conducting training, ensuring regulatory compliance, providing infrastructure, and
allocating resources.

7.2 All waste generators of the university community are responsible to reduce waste at
source, practice responsible consumption, and follow disposal requirements.

7.3 The Department of General Services is responsible to coordinate safe collection and
disposal of general solid waste and recycling waste on university premises.

7.4 The Scheduled Waste Management Sub-committee (SWMSC) is responsible to
coordinate safe collection and disposal of scheduled waste including e-Waste on
university premises.

7.5 The Department of Student Affairs is responsible for coordinating safe collection
and disposal of organic solid waste (Food waste) on university premises.

Education and Awareness

8.1 University shall facilitate regular training and educational programmes for all
personnel involved in 5R waste management practice. These sessions will cover
correct segregation techniques, waste reduction strategies, and any updates to policy
or regulations.

Monitoring and Reporting

9.1 The Department of General Services, Department of Student Affairs, and SWMSC
will periodically monitor waste collection and transportation to evaluate the
effectiveness of this policy and ensure compliance.

Policy Review

10.1 This policy shall be reviewed on a biennial basis, or as needed, by the Department
of General Services, Department of Student Affairs, and SWMSC to ensure it
remains effective, aligns with the university's sustainability objectives, and reflects
current best practices and legal requirements.

D. Consequences for Violating the Policy

Failure to adhere to this policy may lead to corrective actions. The Department of General Services,
Department of Student Affairs, and SWMSC are authorized to perform inspections to verify adherence
across campus.

E. Definiti

ons

The following terms and definitions apply to this document:

e “Landfill Waste” means non-hazardous waste material that has not been diverted through
reduction, reuse, recycling, or composting programmes and requires final disposal in a
permitted landfill.
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“Waste Generator” means any individual, unit, department, or facility that produces waste
through its activities.

“Local Council” or “Authorized Waste Facility” means any government authority or licensed
facility responsible for the collection, processing, treatment, or final disposal of waste, in
compliance with all applicable laws and regulations.

2.4 “University” means Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman.

25 “Staff” means any or all employees of the university, whether full-time or part-time.
“Student” means any or all students registered in a programme of study at the university,
whether on a full-time or part-time basis.

“University Premises” means any land or buildings in university ownership or under the control
of the university, including land or buildings occupied by private individuals or companies,
whether as tenants or licensees.

“Cafeteria Operators” means all cafeteria operators or stall operators operating at the cafeteria
within the university premises.

Pushcart Operators” means all Pushcart Operators operate within the university premises.
“Vendors” means the persons who sell goods within the university premises.

“SR” means the five steps of waste management by focusing on refuse, reduce, reuse,
repurpose, and recycle.

F. Key Relevant Documents

Include the following:

Waste Minimization and Disposal Policy: Extensions to Services and Supply Chain
Solid Waste Disposal — Landfill Policy

Plastic Waste Reduction Policy: Degradable Plastic Bag and Straw Usage
Recycling Policy

Expanded Polystyrene Usage Policy

Organic Solid Waste (Food Waste) Management Policy

Scheduled Waste Management Policy

E-Waste Management Policy
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