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A. Scope

This policy covers all land under UTAR Kampar Campus including:

e Lakes, wetlands, and buffer zones

e Green spaces, gardens, and landscaped areas

¢ UTAR Kampar campus and adjacent ecosystems

e Research and teaching plots for agriculture and environmental sciences

e Community farming areas and food gardens

B. Purpose

1. Conserve and enhance ecosystems — protect Kampar’s lakes, wetlands, and adjacent
ecosystems.

2. Restore degraded lands — rehabilitate areas affected by erosion, mining legacy, or
development.

3. Promote sustainable agriculture — develop food gardens, research farms, and community
farming aligned with ecological principles.

4. Strengthen food security and local engagement — involve students, staff, and the Kampar
community in sustainable farming and biodiversity-friendly agriculture.

5. Use UTAR land as a living laboratory — integrate conservation, restoration, and agriculture

into education, research, and innovation.

C. Background/ Introduction

UTAR Kampar Campus is located within a landscape shaped by former tin-mining activities,
comprising lakes, wetlands, and limestone hills. This creates unique opportunities for biodiversity
conservation, ecological restoration, and sustainable land use. Beyond conservation, UTAR recognises
the importance of using its land to promote sustainable agriculture, food security, and community
engagement, supporting both ecological and social sustainability.

This policy aligns with UTAR’s Sustainability Strategy and the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), particularly:

SDG 2: Zero Hunger

SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation

SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities

SDG 13: Climate Action

SDG 15: Life on Land

D. Contents

Guiding principles

Ecological Integrity — balance food production with biodiversity protection.

Sustainable Practices — avoid chemical overuse, encourage organic farming and
permaculture.

Circular Resource Use — recycle organic waste into compost, harvest lake water and
rainwater for irrigation.

Community Participation — engage students, staff, and local communities in farming and
conservation.
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¢ Knowledge Integration — link research findings to practical land management and farming

solut

ions.

Policy Statement

1. Land Use & Development

All development must integrate environmental considerations (wetlands, slopes,

biodiversity corridors) for UTAR Planning and Development committee consideration.
Maintain a balance between built-up areas, natural habitats, and agricultural spaces.

2. Wetland and Lake Conservation
Conserve Kampar lakes as habitats, natural stormwater buffers, and research sites.
Monitor water quality and prohibit activities that pollute aquatic systems.

3 Biodiversity Protection

Prioritise native tree planting and ecological landscaping.

Create biodiversity-friendly agricultural zones with pollinator gardens and habitat strips.
Prevent the introduction of invasive plant species in farming and landscaping.

4 Sustainable Agriculture & Food Gardens

o Establish UTAR Sustainable Agriculture Park as a model of agroecology and urban
farming.

e Encourage organic, low-input farming methods: composting, mulching, crop rotation,
biological pest control.

e Promote sustainable aquaculture in designated lakes.

e Support student-led community farms, integrating food production with hands-on
learning.

e Partner with NGOs (e.g. WWF Malaysia, Malaysian Agroecology Society) for technical
support.

e Linkto UTAR’s Sustainable Food Policy: source sustainably produced food, reduce waste,
promote plant-based options.

5. Community Engagement & Research
e Use UTAR Sustainable Agriculture Park farming plots as living labs for agriculture,
environmental science, and engineering courses.
o Organise volunteer farming days for students, staff, and Kampar residents.
o Develop projects on soil regeneration, water-efficient farming, climate-smart agriculture.
e Collaborate with local farmers and community groups to share knowledge and support
food security.

6 Monitoring & Reporting
e Annual reporting of land use, biodiversity, and farming activities in the UTAR
Sustainability Report.
Publish indicators such as:
% of land allocated to sustainable agriculture
Volume of organic waste composted
Reduction in chemical fertiliser/pesticide use
Student/community participation hours
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7. Implementation

e Faculty of Science is tasked to oversee both conservation and farming initiatives under

UTAR Sustainable Agriculture Park.

o Department of Estate and Facilities and Faculty Science to maintain landscapes and food
gardens sustainably.

e Academic Faculties (Faculty of Science, Faculty of Engineering and Green Technology,
THP Faculty of Business and Finance) to embed research and innovation into policy

implementation.

e UTAR Care program, Student Societies, and local NGOs to support volunteerism and

outreach.
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