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A. Scope 
 
This policy applies to: 

• UTAR-managed food outlets, cafeterias, and catering services. 

• Third-party vendors and contractors operating on UTAR campuses. 

• Campus events, conferences, and functions where food and beverages are provided. 
 

 
B. Purpose 
 
The purpose of this policy is to: 

• Promote sustainable, ethically produced, and locally sourced food options on campus. 

• Encourage practices that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, biodiversity loss, and food waste. 

• Ensure compliance with relevant Malaysian regulations, including the Food Act 1983, Food 
Regulations 1985, and the Fisheries Act 1985. 

• Foster a culture of responsible consumption among staff, students, and campus partners. 
 

 
C. Background / Introduction 
 
UTAR recognises that food systems have significant impacts on human health, the environment, and 
community well-being. As part of its commitment to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), the University seeks to ensure that food served, sourced, and promoted on campus supports 
sustainable farming practices, reduces ecological footprints, and benefits local communities. 
 
This policy applies to all food outlets, cafeterias, vendors, events, and catering services within UTAR 
campuses. 
 
 
D. Contents 
 
Roles & Responsibilities 

• Department of Student Affairs: Provide strategic direction, allocate resources, and oversee 
implementation. 

• University Sustainability Committee (USC): Monitor compliance, liaise with food vendors, 
and report on progress. 

• Department of Student Affairs: Ensure food tenders and contracts integrate sustainability 
criteria. 

• Food Vendors & Contractors: Adhere to UTAR’s sustainable farmed food requirements and 
report sourcing practices. 

• Students & Staff: Support sustainable choices and participate in awareness activities. 
 
Monitoring, Review & Reporting 

• Vendors must provide reports on the proportion of sustainably farmed food supplied. 

• Department of Student Affairs will conduct audits and evaluate progress against sustainability 
targets. 

• Policy effectiveness will be reviewed every three years, with adjustments based on emerging 
best practices, new regulations, and stakeholder feedback. 

 
 
E. Policy Statement 
 
UTAR commits to: 

1. Sustainable Sourcing 

• Prioritise sourcing food that is locally grown, organic, or sustainably farmed. 

• Reduce reliance on imported food with high carbon footprints where local alternatives 
are available. 
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2. Sustainable Seafood 

• Serve only seafood from sustainable sources, in alignment with the UTAR Sustainable 
Food Policy and relevant Malaysian fisheries legislation. 

• Avoid endangered or overexploited species listed under the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and 
IUCN Red List. 

3. Nutrition & Health 

• Promote healthy food options that meet dietary guidelines and reduce excessive use 
of sugar, salt, and unhealthy fats. 

• Increase plant-based meal choices on campus menus to reduce environmental 
impacts. 

4. Waste Reduction 

• Implement food waste reduction strategies, including portion control, redistribution of 
surplus food, and composting initiatives. 

• Eliminate single-use plastics in food packaging and encourage reusable or 
biodegradable alternatives in line with Malaysia’s Plastic Control Roadmap. 

5. Education & Awareness 

• Embed food sustainability themes into teaching, research, and campus campaigns. 

• Encourage student-led initiatives such as community gardens, farm-to-table projects, 
and awareness campaigns. 

6. Fair Trade & Ethics 

• Prioritise suppliers that demonstrate fair labour practices and ethical sourcing. 

• Support partnerships with local farmers and cooperatives to strengthen community 
livelihoods. 

 
 
F. Key Relevant Documents 
 
This policy should be read in conjunction with: 

• UTAR Sustainable Food Policy 

• UTAR Environmental Sustainability Policy 

• UTAR Waste Management and Hazardous Waste Disposal Policies 

• Occupational Safety and Health Policy 

• Related Malaysian Acts & Guidelines 
 
The following legislation and policies underpin the Sustainably Farmed Food on Campus Policy: 
 

1. Food Act 1983 (Act 281) – Principal law governing food safety, hygiene, and standards in 
Malaysia. 

2. Food Regulations 1985 – Subsidiary regulations prescribing food safety, labelling, additives, 
and hygiene requirements. 

3. Fisheries Act 1985 (Act 317) – Conservation and management of fisheries resources, 
including licensing and restrictions on certain species. 

4. Fisheries (Prohibited Species) Regulations – Provisions for the protection of endangered and 
threatened aquatic species. 

5. Wildlife Conservation Act 2010 (Act 716) – Regulates protection of species that may enter the 
food supply chain. 

6. Environmental Quality Act 1974 (Act 127) – Environmental safeguards relevant to agriculture, 
aquaculture, and food production. 

7. Plant Quarantine Act 1976 (Act 167) – Regulates import/export of plants and plant products to 
prevent pests and diseases. 

8. Pesticides Act 1974 (Act 149) – Governs registration, sale, storage, and use of pesticides in 
agriculture. 

9. Malaysian Organic Scheme (SOM) – Voluntary certification scheme for organic produce 
under the Department of Agriculture Malaysia. 

10. Plastic Control Roadmap 2021–2030 – National policy to reduce single-use plastics in 
packaging and food services. 
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G. Document Management and Control 
 
Owner: Department of Student Affairs 
Prepared by: Department of Student Affairs  
Approved by: Senior Management Committee 
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