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A. Scope 

 

This policy applies to all Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR) departments, staff, students, and 

campus operations. It covers all activities, events, and services conducted on or off campus that may 

affect aquatic ecosystems. 

 

B. Purpose 

 

This policy establishes UTAR’s commitment to reducing marine pollution through sustainable 

practices, education, research, and community engagement, in line with the Sustainable Development 

Goal 14 (SDG 14): Life Below Water. 

 

C. Background / Introduction 

 

Marine pollution which includes plastic debris, chemical runoff, and waste discharge poses a serious 

threat to aquatic ecosystems and biodiversity. UTAR affirms its responsibility to mitigate campus-

related sources of water pollution. UTAR will strengthen institutional policies, operational practices, 

and research initiatives to safeguard marine environments.  

 

D. Policy Statement 

 

UTAR is committed to reducing marine pollution through the integration of environmental management 

systems, research, and education. The University aims to minimize pollutants from campus activities, 

foster awareness, and promote responsible practices across all operations. The policy mandates 

responsible waste disposal, reduction of single-use plastics, and participation in local conservation 

efforts. 

 

Implementation Strategies 

1. Waste Reduction and Management: 

- Implement and maintain waste segregation and recycling systems across campus. 

- Reduce single-use plastics and promote reusable alternatives. 

- Ensure proper disposal of hazardous materials and chemicals. 

 

2. Campus Operations: 

- Use environmentally friendly cleaning products and maintenance practices. 

- Manage runoff and contamination from landscaping, drainage systems, and construction 

activities. 

 

3. Education and Research: 

- Integrate marine and freshwater conservation into curricula and campus campaigns. 

- Support student-led initiatives, clubs, and research focused on protecting aquatic ecosystems. 

 

 

E. Definitions 

 

The following terms and definitions apply to this document: 

 

• “Marine Pollution” means the introduction of harmful substances into marine and freshwater 

environments that damage ecosystems. 

• “Staff” means any or all employees of the University, whether full-time or part-time. 

• “Student” means any or all students registered for a programme of study in the University, whether 

on a full-time or part-time basis. 
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• “Sustainable Fisheries” means fishing operations managed to maintain long-term biological, 

economic, and social viability. 

• “University” means Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR). 

• “Vendors” means persons who sell goods within the University premises. 

 

F. Key Relevant Documents 

 

This policy shall be read in conjunction with the following related documents: 

1. UTAR Environmental Sustainability Policy 

2. Malaysia Environmental Quality Act 1974 

3. UTAR Sustainable Food Policy 

4. UTAR Environmental Sustainability Policy 

5. UTAR Waste Management and Hazardous Waste Disposal Policies 

 

The University reserves the right to review, amend, or update this policy from time to time to ensure 

its relevance and effectiveness in addressing marine pollution. 
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