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A. Scope 

 

This policy applies to all lands and water bodies owned or managed by UTAR Kampar Campus, 

including: 

• Lakes, wetlands, and buffer zones 

• Forest fragments 

• Green open spaces, landscaped gardens 

• Agricultural, research, or teaching plots with flora/fauna presence 

• Faunal habitats (birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish, invertebrates) 

• Any species introduced or naturally present, with particular attention to IUCN Red List species, 

nationally protected species, and locally significant species 

 

B. Purpose 

 

• To create and maintain a reliable inventory of species on UTAR Kampar lands, especially 

IUCN-listed and other conservation-priority species. 

• To monitor population trends, habitat conditions, and threats to these species. 

• To implement conservation actions to protect and restore species and habitats. 

• To integrate species information into campus planning, education, research and outreach. 

• To engage the UTAR community and local stakeholders in species identification, monitoring, 

and conservation. 

 

C. Background / Introduction 

 

Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR) recognises that its Kampar Campus hosts diverse ecosystems 

— including lakes, wetlands (especially former tin-mining lakes), green corridors, and forested patches 

— which are home to many species, some of which are globally or locally threatened. For instance, 

Kampar is known to host around 75 species of water birds, thanks to its disused mining lakes which 

have undergone ecological succession.  

 

Given its ecological value, UTAR commits to proactively identifying, monitoring, and conserving 

species present on its lands — especially those listed by the IUCN (International Union for Conservation 

of Nature) but also locally important species (e.g. those of cultural, research, ecological, or educational 

value). This policy aligns with Malaysia’s biodiversity conservation regulations, national conservation 

plans, and international obligations under treaties such as the Convention on Biological Diversity. 
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D. Contents 

 

These are species already known or likely present in Kampar, which may warrant priority for 

identification, monitoring, or conservation: 

 

Species IUCN Status / Local Significance Observations in Kampar Campus 

Waterbirds (various 

species) 

Some may be of Least Concern, 

others near threatened or vulnerable 

depending on species 

Kampar campus lakes have been 

documented to have ~75 species of 

water birds. 

Asian Small-Clawed 

Otter (Aonyx cinereus) 
Vulnerable on IUCN Red List Present in Kampar campus.  

Smooth-Coated Otter 

(Lutrogale 

perspicillata) 

Vulnerable Present in Kampar campus. 

Malaysian whiskered 

myotis (Myotis 

federatus) 

Data Deficient 

Known in Peninsular Malaysia; species 

could be present in forested or riparian 

zones near UTAR.  

 

E. Policy Statement 

 

UTAR Kampar commits to: 

 

1. Identification & Baseline Inventory 

• Conduct comprehensive surveys to inventory flora and fauna, with emphasis on IUCN Red List 

and locally significant species. 

• Maintain up-to-date species lists for different taxonomic groups (birds, mammals, reptiles, 

amphibians, fish, invertebrates, plants). 

• Use reliable methods (camera traps, acoustic detection, observational studies, DNA barcoding 

where possible) for identification. 

 

2. Monitoring & Trend Tracking 

• Set up biannually regular monitoring programmes for status of key species (population size, 

distribution, breeding success etc.). 

• Monitor habitat conditions (quality of water in lakes, riparian vegetation, forest patch condition, 

connectivity). 

• Record threats (pollution, habitat fragmentation, invasive species, human disturbance). 

 

3. Threat Assessment & Prioritisation 

• Identify which species are under greatest threat (IUCN Vulnerable / Endangered, or locally 

declining). 

• Assess threats per species (e.g. water quality, invasive species, land development, climate 

change). 

• Prioritize conservation actions accordingly (e.g. allocate resources to most threatened and 

feasible to conserve species). 

 

4. Conservation Actions 

• Protect critical habitats (e.g. shorelines, wetlands, riparian corridors, forest patches) through 

management, buffer zones, restrictions on harmful activities. 
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• Restore degraded habitats (e.g. replanting native species, improving water quality, stabilising 

soils, controlling invasive species). 

• Reduce or eliminate identified threats: pollution control; manage human access; enforce rules 

on waste disposal; control invasive species. 

 

5. Integration with Research & Teaching 

• Use campus as a living laboratory: encourage research projects on species ecology, 

conservation biology, habitat restoration etc. 

• Incorporate species identification and conservation into relevant curricula. 

• Facilitate student involvement in data collection and monitoring. 

 

6. Community Engagement & Outreach 

• Involve UTAR students, staff, volunteers in species monitoring, bird surveys, mammal 

tracking, amphibian counts etc. 

• Raise awareness among campus community about species present on campus, importance of 

conserving them. 

• Partner with local NGOs, government (Perak State Forestry / Wildlife departments, Department 

of Environment), citizen science networks. 

 

7. Reporting, Evaluation & Adaptive Management 

• Regular reporting of species status, habitat condition, threats, conservation actions, and 

outcomes. 

• Use indicators / KPIs to measure progress (e.g. number of IUCN species found, trends in 

population changes, habitat size / quality). 

• Review policy every 3 years or sooner if significant species declines or new threats emerge. 

• Adapt management based on monitoring data. 

 

8. Legal & Policy Alignment 

• Align UTAR’s efforts with Malaysia’s Wildlife Conservation Act, Environmental Quality 

Act, relevant state statutes (Perak), and Malaysia’s National Biodiversity Strategies and 

Action Plans. 

• Utilize IUCN, DOE, Forestry, and other regulatory guidance for species protection and 

habitat conservation. 

 

9. Review & Amendment 

• Policy to be reviewed every 3 years, or earlier if monitoring data shows negative trends or 

emergence of new threats. 

• Updates to species lists, priorities, and methods based on latest scientific data and stakeholder 

input. 

 

F. Definitions 

 

The following terms and definitions apply to this document: 

 

• IUCN Species: Species listed on the IUCN Red List (e.g. Vulnerable, Endangered, Critically 

Endangered). 

• Other Species of Conservation Concern: Species not on IUCN’s Red List but recognized 

locally as under threat due to habitat loss, pollution, land use change, etc., or of special 

scientific, cultural, or educational value. 
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• Identification: Recognising species presence, determining their taxonomic status, and 

documenting occurrences. 

• Monitoring: Continuously or periodically observing populations, habitats, threats, trends over 

time. 

• Conservation: Actions to protect, maintain, restore species and their habitats; includes habitat 

management, threat reduction, restoration, legal protections. 
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