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A. Scope

This policy applies to all University food service providers, vendors, staff, and students involved in the
procurement, preparation, and consumption of food derived from aquatic ecosystems on UTAR
campuses. It also applies to research and educational activities that involve aquatic food systems.

B. Purpose

To promote the sustainable use and conservation of aquatic ecosystems through responsible sourcing,
education, and consumption of aquatic food resources, in alignment with Malaysia’s Fisheries Act 1985
(Act 317).

C. Background /Introduction

Sustainable aquatic food systems are essential for ecological balance, human health, and local
economic resilience. UTAR acknowledges its role in responsible use of marine and freshwater
resources. This policy supports the protection of biodiversity, ensures ethical labour practices in seafood
supply chains, and encourages informed choices in consumption and procurement.

D. Policy Statement

UTAR is committed to ensuring that food sourced from aquatic ecosystems is obtained and served
responsibly, with the following principles:

1. Sustainable Procurement

All food service operators shall prioritize the sourcing of aquatic food from sustainable fisheries and
responsible aquaculture operations, in accordance with the provisions of Malaysia’s Fisheries Act 1985
(Act 317). Preference must be given to suppliers that offer local, seasonal, and fully traceable products
to ensure ecological integrity and supply chain transparency.

The procurement of any species classified as Endangered or Critically Endangered on the IUCN Red
List is strictly prohibited, without exception.

2. Education and Awareness
UTAR will conduct workshops, campaigns, and collaborations to educate the community about marine
conservation, sustainable fishing practices, and the impacts of overfishing and pollution.

3. Health and Nutrition
All aquatic food offered in university facilities must meet national food safety standards and promote
balanced nutrition.

4. Community and Ecosystem Support
UTAR encourages partnerships with local sustainable fisheries, promotes fair-trade and ethical
sourcing, and supports initiatives that reduce food waste and pollution from aquatic food operations.
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E. Definitions

The following terms and definitions apply to this document;

* “Aquaculture” means the farming of aquatic organisms under controlled conditions.

* “Aquatic Food” means food derived from freshwater and marine organisms, including fish, shellfish,
crustaceans, and algae.

* “lUCN Red List” means a global inventory of the conservation status of biological species
maintained by the International Union for Conservation of Nature.

« “Staff” means any or all employees of the University, whether full-time or part-time.

« “Student” means any or all students registered for a programme of study in the University, whether
on a full-time or part-time basis.

« “Sustainable Fisheries” means fishing operations managed to maintain long-term biological,
economic, and social viability.

* “University” means Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR).

* “WVendors” means persons who sell goods within the University premises.

Key Relevant Documents

Related Policies and References
This policy shall be read in conjunction with:
1. Malaysia Fisheries Act 1985 (Act 317)
2. UTAR Environmental Sustainability Policy
3. UTAR Sustainable Food Policy
6. [list of policies/references].

Review of Guidelines
The University reserves the right to review this policy from time to time as and when needed.
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